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 Engage students in texts they want to read

 Teach with lessons created for you

  Answer text-based questions and cite text  

evidence

 Apply comprehension strategies in real texts

 Support for English Language Learners



Reading Goals
•  Refer to details and 

examples when 
drawing inferences 
from the text.

•  Determine main ideas 
and supporting details 
in the text.

•  Determine the meaning 
of academic and 
domain-specific words 
or phrases in the text. 

•  Describe the overall 
structure of events, 
ideas, concepts, or 
information in the text.

Engage Students
Warm Up
Say: If you wanted to hide in a forest, what color should your 
clothes be to help you blend in? What if you wanted to hide 
in a dry desert? Unlike people, animals don’t need special 
clothes to help them blend into their surroundings. They use 
natural camouflage, or colors, textures, and shapes that copy 
their surroundings. If you were an animal, what would be your 
camouflage?

Cross-Curricular Perspective | SOCIAL STUDIES

Explain that camouflage material was developed in the early 
1900s to protect World War I soldiers. Designers studied books 
on nature and animal camouflage to come up with colors and 
patterns, such as the mottled beige and green camo design that 
lots of people wear as a fashion today.

Make Connections
Make Connections Before discussing Animal Camouflage, talk 
about the Essential Question: How do living things adapt to 
the world around them? Say: Animals use camouflage to help 
keep them safe in their environments. Can you think of other 
ways animals protect themselves? Do people adapt to their 
environments in similar ways?
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TITLE Animal Camouflage

AUTHOR Vicky Franchino

GRADE 4

GENRE Informational Text

LEXILE 840

OVERVIEW Animals use many types of 
camouflage to help them adapt to and 
survive in their environments.

Writing Goals
•  Write an informative 

text to examine a topic 
and convey information 
clearly.

•  Produce clear and 
coherent writing in 
which the development 
and organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

STRATEGY GROUP  Targeted Support

Emerging Bring students together for a preview of the book. Discuss the meaning of 
camouflage and then look at the photographs on each page, asking students which details 
they notice. Help students make connections between the photographs and chapter and 
section titles. For example, on page 12, ask students to look at the photograph and then talk 
about why the heading on this page is “Sticking Around.”

(Chapter 1) Chapter 1 is called “Masters 
of Disguise.” Why do you think the author 
chose this as the title?

Based on the photograph on page 6 and 
the text on page 7, what can you tell about 
a sea snake’s appearance? 

Does the mimic octopus always look like a 
sea snake? What text evidence can you give 
to support your answer ?

How is the camouflage of the emerald moth 
and the hawk moth similar?

What details about the two moths’ 
camouflage methods do you learn from the 
photographs on pages 8 and 11?

Vocabulary

predator (p. 7)
prey (p. 8)
organism (p. 12)
vanish (p. 17)
fragile (p. 30)
undetected (p. 39)
toxins (p. 43)

Focus on Genre
Say: Animal Camouflage is an example of informational text. It is filled with facts and 
photographs. Direct students’ attention to page 3, and read the text with students. 
Ask: How does this page help you understand that you are reading informational 
text?

TURN AND TALK  Pair students and have them talk about the photo on the 
cover of Animal Camouflage. You may want to use the following questions if students 
need help getting started:

• What is the first thing you notice about the photograph on the cover? 

• Why do you think the author includes text about the cover photograph? If the text 
weren’t there, what conclusion could you draw based on the title of the book?

Read the Book
Use the following questions to guide your discussion of Animal 
Camouflage. Encourage students to share ideas and use 
text evidence to support their opinions. Note: The Important 
Words page in the back of the book lists terms used in the 
text. You may want to go over the terms with students before 
discussing the book in detail.
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

(Chapter 1) How does it benefit animals to 
look like a nonliving thing?

What additional information do you learn 
about the bird-dropping spider by looking at 
the photo and reading the caption on  
page 14?

Which two animals discussed in Chapter 1 
don’t use a type of camouflage to hide?

Why do you think the author includes these 
animals in the chapter?

(Chapter 2) How do grasshoppers 
camouflage themselves?

What text details explain why not all 
grasshoppers are the same color?

How is a praying mantis’s camouflage 
similar to or different from that of a 
grasshopper or katydid?

How do the photos on pages 16, 18, 
and 19 help you understand the ways in 
which grasshoppers, katydids, and praying 
mantises are alike and different?

What is unusual about the peppered moth’s 
camouflage?

In the photo on page 20, which of the 
moths is better suited to its  
environment? Why?

What are two ways the owl butterfly uses 
its “eyes” to protect itself? Which way is an 
example of deflection?

Based on the text on page 23, do you think 
it is likely that owl butterflies and owls live in 
the same habitat? Why or why not?

What is the purpose of disruptive coloration 
in human camouflage?

Why might it be useful for animals as well as 
humans to use disruptive coloration?

STRATEGIC SUPPORT  Nonfiction 

Text and Graphic Features Page through the book, pointing out and explaining several 
features of this informational text, such as chapter titles, headings, photographs, and 
captions. Remind students that chapter titles and headings help readers know what 
sections and subsections are about. Photographs show readers what something looks 
like in real life. Captions explain what the photographs show and may give additional 
information.

(Chapter 3) What is surprising about the 
tubercles on a pygmy seahorse?

If the author included another photograph 
of the pygmy seahorse, what might it show 
to help illustrate the text?

Besides its shape and color, the flounder 
has another way to protect itself. What is it?

How does the caption on page 28 help you 
understand why the flounder needs to be 
especially careful?

Why don’t jellyfish need to worry about 
fleeing from predators?

What can you conclude about jellyfish 
camouflage based on the caption on  
page 29?
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

(Chapter 3) How is a decorator crab’s 
camouflage unlike that of any other animal 
discussed so far in the book?

On page 32, why does the author call the 
decorator crab “thrifty”? What context clues 
explain her meaning?

How does it benefit the false cleaner fish to 
look like the striped cleaner wrasse?

Does the striped cleaner wrasse benefit or 
suffer from having another fish mimic its 
appearance? Why do you think so?

STRATEGIC SUPPORT  Figurative Language 

Personification On page 32, the author uses personification when she calls the decorator 
crab “thrifty.” Being thrifty, or careful with money or other resources, is a trait only humans 
have. When crabs reuse the decorations from their old shells, they act according to instinct. 
But by calling crabs thrifty, the author makes it easier to understand and relate to the 
behavior.

(Chapter 4) What is surprising about the way 
parrots use camouflage? 

What additional information about parrot 
camouflage can you learn from the caption 
on page 35?

Why do you think the heading on page 36 is 
titled “Seeing Is Not Everything?”

How did scientists figure out that the 
Moorish gecko uses its skin’s sense of 
touch to change color?

(Chapter 4) How is disruptive coloration 
used in a herd of zebras?

How is the zebra’s camouflage similar to 
and different from human camouflage 
clothing? 

Why is it helpful for predators to use 
camouflage?

How do the leopard and the shark use 
camouflage? What additional information do 
you learn about shark camouflage from the 
photograph and caption on page 41?

Animal Camouflage



Think About the Book
Provide students with a web-ready graphic organizer, such as the one below, to help 
them organize their ideas for Animal Mimics and Animal Camouflage. Examples have 
been added to the organizer to help get students started.

Collaborative Conversations
Ask students to share their ideas and opinions about the book with a partner and 
then listen closely to their partner’s ideas. Students should respond to their partner's 
comments and explain why they agree or disagree with their ideas and opinions. 
Provide these prompts to foster productive conversations among students.

Conversation Strategies Prompt Response

Clarify Information Can you explain more about 
__________?

Yes, for example, 
__________.

Comment on Others’ 
Ideas

I think __________. I didn’t think of it that 
way, but __________.

Express Agreement I agree with you because 
__________.

That’s right, and I also 
think __________.

Express Disagreement I disagree with you because 
__________.

I see your point. 
However, __________.

Venn Diagram

helps animals 
survive

Camouflage
blends in with 
surroundings

Mimicry
imitates another 
animal
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Write About the Book
Write the following prompt on the board. Explain to students that they will write a 
multi-paragraph informative essay. You may want to have students should complete 
their graphic organizers from Think About It prior to writing their drafts.

Prompt:

Animal Mimics and Animal Camouflage discuss how animals adapt to increase 
their chances of survival. Write an informative essay comparing and contrasting 
mimicry and camouflage. Include an introduction, information from both texts, 
and a conclusion related to the information presented.

Make sure that students have read both texts. Tell them to think about purpose and 
audience as they

• plan their responses;

• write their responses;

• revise and edit their responses.

Score Purpose, Focus, 
Organization 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

Language 
Conventions

4

The response is focused 
for the purpose, audience, 
and task. It has a clearly 
stated controlling idea and 
effective organization.

The response provides 
convincing support for 
the controlling idea and 
includes thoroughly 
integrated text evidence 
and references to sources.

The response 
demonstrates a strong 
command of basic 
language and conventions.

3

The response is 
adequately focused for the 
purpose, audience, and 
task. It has a controlling 
idea and evident structure.

The response provides 
adequate support for 
the controlling idea and 
includes integrated text 
evidence and references to 
sources, though references 
may be imprecise or 
inconsistent.

The response 
demonstrates an adequate 
command of basic 
language and conventions.

2

The response is somewhat 
sustained for the purpose, 
audience, and task. It has 
a controlling idea but may 
include loosely related or 
extraneous material.

The response provides 
uneven support for the 
controlling idea and may 
include weakly integrated 
evidence and references to 
sources.

The response 
demonstrates a poor 
command of basic 
language and conventions.

1

The response is related 
to the topic but may 
demonstrate little 
awareness of purpose, 
audience, and task. It lacks 
a discernible controlling 
idea and organization.

The response provides 
minimal evidence or may 
include irrelevant evidence 
and references to sources.

The response 
demonstrates little 
command of basic 
language and conventions.

Scoring Rubric: Explanatory Text-Based Writing Rubric 
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